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SAUDI ARABIA —SOME GEOGRAPHICAL 

INFORMATION 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia spreads over the Arab Peninsula as a 
continent surrounded by the sea on three sides — East, West and South and a 
sea of sand on the North. Although the Arab Peninsula is a peninsula, 
geographically it appears as a real island, spread over an area which is about 
3.000.000 .square kilometres. 

Saudi Arabia occupies out of it 2.400.000 square kilometres namely 4/5 
of the total area of the Arab Peninsula. The rest, namely 1/5, is occupied by 

Y amin , the Arab protectorates. 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia extends from the Arabian Gulf in the East 
to the Red Sea in the West, and from the borders of Iraq. Syria and Jordan in 
the North to the borders of Yemen. Hadhramaut and Oman in the South and 
contains about 8 million inhabitants. No statistics have been compiled yet because 
nearly one-half of the population consists of tribes living in deserts, mountains and 
valleys who keep on moving from place to place. The area of the Kingdom is 
greater than peninsular India. The main Central Region known as the Najid or 
Nejd is bordered by th_ regions oTWifaz and Asir on the Red Sea and the rcgffn 
of Al Ahssa on the Arabian Gull 1 . * 

Saudi Arabia has a typically desert climate. It is very warm and humid 
in the greater part of the Kingdom but dry in some parts with a little rainfall in 
the plains; it is more temperate, even cold at times, with some summer rainfall 
in the highlands. Inland, the climate is temperate, with occasional rainfall at 
irregular intervals. 

Oil is the most important item in the list of Saudi Arabia’s mineral wealth. 
We shall be giving some account of oil and more information about it later on 
in this book. Mineral exploration and exploitation are now regulated by special 
legislation. 

Date palms grow in abundance in the oases throughout the country. The 
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